Providing Northwest berry growers with the information they need when they need it.

The Small Fruit Update is sent out weekly during the growing season by The Northwest Berry Foundation and is funded entirely by the

Northwest berry growers and industry through their commissions and councils.
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Comments
f Webdbve now had two stretches
breaking heat with cool and wet weather before, after, and
for about five days between the hot days--right at bloom
time for the blues and strawberries.
T Wedre again | ooki ng yatnceatratede
harvest We 6 r e al so | ooking at a
ouni Boki ke | a sethadplenty ofgrounc 6 v
moisture, so plants look pretty good.
1 Major extreme that could impact the crop at this point
would be a repe attdurmgfhar\lrests t y
1 Also--1 6still looking for a few

experienced growers, field
technicians, extension agents,
and/or consultants in
Washington or Oregon willing
to contribute crop status
comments byemail. 1 f y o
interested 61 | f i ||
details. Email or call me (503-
289-7287). | would certainly appreciate it, and it would also
help support our regional berry community.

Tom Peerbolt, SFU Editor
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Measuring spotted wing drosophila impacts i Your help needed!
Go Here for why your help is needed.

Go Here to take the grower survey.
To keep research funding going to SWDworkwe 6 ve g o treal growkraesmonses on how
seriously this pest is impacting your ability to make a living. Please take time to fill this out.

Regional Reports

Western Oregon, Willamette Valley
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Day-Neutral Strawberries: (Monday, 4/18) Fresh market day-neutral strawberries grown on raised beds
covered by black plastic are an increasing berry market niche in the Northwest. Welcome to our newest contributer
who grows organic day-neutrals in the Willamette Valleyd TP

| am beyond 10% bloom and consistently seeing green berries on all the plants. Sizing is very
varied. My Albions are further along than my Sweet Annes. | have started fertilizing, and overall,
the plants are looking healthy. Though, | do see a few (~ 2-3%) that do not like the temperature
extremeswe 0 ve b e eWehmaaecouplgof ground frosts last week that were followed by
highs in the upper 70s.

Sweet Anne (left), First color on Albion (right), April 18, 2016. Photos by Amanda Stevens

T
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Blueberries: (Tuesday, 4/199The bl oom t hat was around during |
resulted in some very fast sizing fruit. fNshw we
of bloom is coming out quickly. Theearlyvar i eti es seem on a par with
However,t he | ater ripening varieties seem ahead of

more seasonal temperatures during harvest. Otherwise, this could all happen a lot more quickly

thanwe 6 d Clrop &né plants look good. Along with the good fruitset,| 6 m seei ng hnhew
flushes in most fields. In general, SWD numbers are down from last year, except for some of the

usual hot spots. Still, numbers are high enough to indicate the potential for a high-risk

year eéagai n.

Blackberries: (Monday, 4/18) | held off as long as | could, | but turned on the AC in the pickup

today. 86°F(30°C) in April? On Friday, April 15, | had Black Diamonds at 1% bloom, which is the

same date as last year. Today they were 10% bloom and fungicides being applied, if anything a

little higher percent than that. Perfect day for the bees. Marion and Boysen d on 6t h avfe mt
anyd bloom. They will probably be at 1% by the end of the week. Kotatas are at least 1% bloom

today, but probably not 5%. | did not see any Columbia Start oday , but tlhodblgomwe r
on Friday,s o thibkmgt hey 6 | | be at 10% by mi dweek.
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In general, all the blacks look good, but some isolated fields have what appears to be freeze
damage? | 6 mping this early warm weather is not a sign of a hot summer. Wed on ét need
two years in a row. Prebloom insecticides are going on or will be by the end of the week.

Eastern Washington (Sunday, 4/17)

1 Blueberries: There were spotty showers last week, but not enough to settle the dust. The later
varieties are catching up to early ones in bloom. Duke is in full bloom. Draper, Bluejay and Legacy
are close behind. T h e r n® Grost yet. Keep your fingers crossed. Lots of fertigation and foliar
sprays are going on. It looks like a big, tight, condensed harvest if these conditions hold.

Northern Washington, Skagit& Whatcom County (Tuesday, 4/19)

1 Blueberries: | saw the first really convincing mummyberry strikes on Reka in Skagit last week. | 6 m
al so seeing plenty of shock/ scorch s yRekasaverpast |t
50% bloom, and they will be well past that in a day or two with this heat.

1 Raspberries: In Lynden, raspberries are well ahead
of schedule, as others also noted. Depending on the
weather, we could be about two weeks away from the |a
first fungicide application. ;

Northern Washington, Whatcom County (Tuesday,

4/19)

1 Raspberries/Blueberries: Fields of @opcornbare
evident everywhere. There were a few tough days for
pollinators, but the current heat wave is great for
buds. Raspberries are moving quickly and blueberries
have mostly closed the gap on last year. One odd
thing is that there is very little insect pressure as of
yet. Last year, many had a couple of aphid sprays on
by this stage. Can we hope for reduced SWD Bl ueberries 6poHigib a0ePhota
pressure ? by Craig Ford

British Columbia, Fraser Valley (Monday, 4/18)
From Tom Baumann, Di rector of the Pacific Berry Resource Centre &

1 Weather: The cool week was followed by tremendous heat through Wednesday (4/24). This has
revved up plant growth once again. A cooling trend toward the end of the week will again slow
things down. There is crazy early plant development again. Crop overlap is very likely even with
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the cooling weather coming. Thus far, we keep getting moisture at the right time. Field moisture is
still decent.

1 Blueberries: Most varieties are now at full bloom. Bees are buzzing and prospects of decent
pollination are increasing daily. In the eastern Fraser Valley, early varieties are already losing their
corollas and foliage is spreading with all sorts of pests trying to munch leaves as they expand. Its
good weather for all applications. The hot days will make flowers last ever so much shorter, so
bee power is extremely important right now. Growers with too few hives might suffer.

1 Raspberries: Clusters are ready to separate in the heat. Buds are breaking from top to bottom
and on loops as well. Expansion is rapid. Bees will be needed in two weeks time.

1 Strawberries: Fruit formation on day-neutral varieties is chugging along. There are about three
more weeks until the first ripe fruit. Some June bearers are nearing 50% bloom. A mid-May target
would be the first harvest date for those fields under current conditions. Cooler weather can still
slow things down tremendously, however. Pollination seems good at this time.

1 Misc: Blue Honesuckle/Honeyberry/Haskap fruit is sizing. There will likely be first fruit by the
end of May/beginning of June. Peaches/Cherries/Nectarines/Plums finished full bloom. Petal fall
is happening.

British Columbia, Fraser Valley (Monday, 4/18)

1 Blueberries: Last week was a cooler week, and it really wasn't a good one for pollinators.
However, plant development in the blues continued on, and everything is in some stage of bloom.
Even the late varieties are coming quickly. Draper continues to be the laggard, but it is now into
early bloom. It is going to be a strange harvest time with varietal overlaps and advance pick dates
looking to become more likely. A lot more shock virus symptoms are now showing up.

fRaspberries: Raspberries are really progressing for the most

part, with flower bud clusters starting to separate in many
fields, which is really quite early. Summer bearing strawberries
are at 5%, and there will be more popping with the advent of
this warm week. If fresh fruit consumers are using traditional
calendar dates when they think about buying their favorite
fruits, they should re-evaluate their methodology or they could
miss the boat.

T

Meetings/Events

fNew Posting: April256 Or egonds Bureau of
Industries (BOLI) hearing on Minimum Wage Rules ~ 2
pm, 800 NE Oregon Street, Portland. Go here for details .
(Announcment sent out by the Oregon Blueberry Commission)
1 Junel& 208 MRL Harmonization Workshop ~ San Francisco. Go here for the agenda. Go

here for registration and all other details. Hosted by the California Specialty Crops Council.

(te

Commission/Council meetings

1 April 218 Washington Blueberry Commission meeting ~ 10:30 at Steakhouse 9, Lynden. Go
here for agenda and details. Contact: WBC office 509-266-4300.

1 April 26 6 Oregon Blueberry Commission meeting ~ Noon at the Chemeketa Events at
Winema, Building 48, Room 210, Salem. Email jenny@ostlund.com for more information.

1 April 286 Oregon Raspberry & Blackberry Commission meeting.~ 10am Hayden's Lakefront
Grill - 8187 SW Tualatin-Sherwood Rd, Tualatin, OR. See the agenda.
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1 May 390 Oregon Strawberry Commission meeting ~ 6 pm at McMennemins Restaurant,
McMinnville. Contact: berries@oregon-berries.com

I May 23-258 National Processed Raspberry Council ~ Lynden, WA. For details contact: Tom
Krugman. Go here for their website

Blueberry Bud Development Comparison for the Western Willamette Valley

T 16ve been taking weekly bud devel opment comparison phlesttoree f r om
years compared from the same field, close to the same date.

T Theredéds a | ot of bud devel opment variation even on the stene bu
first pick. Not the earliest and not the latest.

Patriot Bluejay Draper Elliott

Duke Liberty Aurora
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Machine Harvesting Organic Trailing Blackberries

New Cost Study Available from OSU
Go here for the study.
Comments from Bernadine Strik, Extension Berry Crops Professor, OSU

9 AThis budget program was created for growers considering starting or expanding a commercial organic

trailing

Oregon.
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Northwest Berry Nutrient Management Guides

1 Nutrient management in blueberries (OSU)

Nutrient management in caneberries (OSU)

B.C. interactive berry management guides

June bearing strawberries fertilizer guide (OSU)

sorgrowexs cam kdit the numaber$ to relavant for their situation.
refer to

6 Mar a b rharvest, proceBdd markets D e a

and AAssumptionso sheet

Growing day-neutral strawberries in Western Washington (WSU)

st mummy berry report from WSU

Wo active spore releasing apothecia could be found in Whatcom. Skagit is a bit behind and still
had ~10% of the

Dalphy Harteveld, WSU plant pathology post doc at the Mt. Vernon Station, has been doing these

reports.
Webr e

A

nNow movVvi

6hitsé.
Fullmummy berry management information is in the pest management section below.
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1 Go Here Northern Washington Mummyberry Update for the first week of April.
)l

1

1
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Sspor e rel ease status

secondary infecti
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Albion strawberries 4/15/16, Willamette Valley

Industry news/resources

Berry research blogs

1 Strawberries and Caneberries by Mark Bolda, UC Davis Berry Extension Agent. Recent Entry:
(4/15) Spiders, spiders everywhere Reports on recent insect and disease research and
observations in California.

1 Team Rubus by Gina Fernandez, North Carolina State Small Fruit Specialist. Recent Entry: (4/7)
Damage to blackberry flowers at 27F Reports on issues in blackberries and raspberries from
the Southeast

Newsletters/ berry reports

1 Whatcom Ag Monthly Produced by WSU Whatcom County Extension. Includes excellent berry
crop information.

1 National Berry Report Daily fresh market berry reports generated from data from the USDA

Agricultural Marketing Service. Hosted by the California Strawberry Commission.
Weekly Market Report from General Produce
Weekly Chilean Blueberry Committee Crop & Exports Report
USDA Market News (Fruits & Vegetables)
agazine/website compilations
9 Fresh Plaza: fruit

The Packer: blueberries, blackberries, raspberries, strawberries.

Growing Produce: recent berry articles.

Fruit Grower News: blueberries, raspberries & blackberries

Andnowyouknow.com: blueberries, blackberries, raspberries, strawberries.

1 Fresh Fruit Portal: blueberries, blackberries, raspberries, strawberries.

Weather/Water

1 March storms were likely swan song for EI Nino, Forecaster says (4/19, Capital Press)

T Storm doesndét do much f(41b6, CapmakPnessh gt on snowpack

1 Here comes La Nina, meteorologists say (4/15, Capital Press)

USDA Grant Funding

===

T
T
T
T
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